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Nomination file “Yalda/Chella” which had been
submitted to the Secretariat of the UNESCO’s
Convention for Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage (2003) by the Islamic Republic of Iran and
Afghanistan has been inscribed on the Representative
List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity of
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1. Whatis Yalda/Chella?

“Yalda/Chella” is an ancient celebration whereby the brilliance of the sun along with the warmth of life are
cherished.

This event coincides with an increase in day-length in the region.

The winter solstice in the Northern Hemisphere corresponds to Dey 1%t (December 22™) in the Iranian calendar
and Ghovs 30t (December 21*Vin the Afghans calender .

On the occasion of the last night of autumn, families get together. This family reunion often takes place at the
houses of elders where people meet around a table called “Yalda/Chella Night Sofrah”.

“Yalda/Chella Night Sofrah” consists of a lamp that symbolizes light, water that represents cleanliness, red fruits
such as pomegranates, watermelons, beetroots, jujube and red and green grapes that demonstrate warmth
along with serving broth (Ash), sweets, dried fruits and nuts special to this occasion, all set on “Yalda/Chella
Night Sofrah” and consumed during the nightly gathering. The Sofrah usually comes in red and is traditionally
spread on the floor or on Korsi/chairs. The red color used in various components of the Sofrah refer to the
reddish sky after the dusk and before the dawn. This feature showcases the relationship between this
celebration with the ancient rituals of a Mithraism, i.e. worshiping the goddess of the sun.

The type of activities in this celebration ranges from reciting poems, storytelling, reciting Hafiz's poems or
referring to them for pleasane omens, reciting verses from the epic poetic masterpiece of Shahnameh, listening
to or playing music, singing and giving gifts to new in-laws/brides and children, indoor games and enjoying
“Yalda/Chella Night Sofrah” goodies and items.

Women play a key role in this ceremony. Children are also considered as the future bearers/practitioners of
the element. The elders are valued as its bearers.

While observing “Yalda/Chella” items such as cultural identity, attention to nature, and respect for women,
friendship, hospitality, cultural diversity and peaceful coexistence are manifested and respected.
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2. Joint Activities by Iranians & Afghans for Yalda/Chella Celebration
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Webinar Organised by ECO Cultural Institute; Poetry Night for the Occasion of Yalda/Chella; Instagram
Afghan, Iranian, & Tajik Lecturers & Poets Live Programme organized by Qalam-e Sabz Cultural
Foundation

Yalda/Chella Celebration by Iranians & Afghans in
the City of Herat, Afghanistan

Yalda/Chella
Celebration by
Iranian & Afghan
Choires




3. Yalda/Chella Celebration in Universities
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Yalda/Chella Celebration in Rana University
City of Kabul, Afghanistan

Yalda/Chella Celebration in Shahid Rajaie University
City of Kabul, Afghanistan

Yalda/Chella Celebration in Allameh Tabatabaie University
City of Tehran, Iran

Yalda/Chella Celebration in llam University
City of llam, Iran




4. Yalda/Chella Celebration in Public Cultural Places
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Yalda/Chella Celebration Organised by
Cheshem Literary Club, Kabul, Afghanistan

Yalda/Chella Celebration Organised by
Kohandezh Institute, Konduz, Afghanistan

Yalda/Chella Celebration Organised by
Andisheh Foundation, Kabul, Afghanistan

it
J ui a 1
. ik = e, 4
. "*' & el it g g Syl y g b ity
I, = 3
oA

e B g 5 Sty P

5 Ly

) S e s
TR ks A it e

Yalda/Chella Celebration Organised by
Azar Kafeh Ketab Club, Kabul, Afghanistan

Yalda/Chella Celebration Organised by
Central Book City, Tehran, Iran

Yalda/Chella Celebration Organised by
8 Carbon Book Cafe, Tehran, Iran

Yalda/Chella Celebration Organised by
Eshragh Cultural Centre, Tehran, Iran

Yalda/Chella Celebration Organised by
Koodak Foundation, Tehran, Iran



5. Yalda/Chella of Passion
People donate for the poor during the Yalda/Chella Celebration
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Yalda/Chella Relief Packages Organised by Yalda/Chella Relief Packages Organised by
Gilan Province, Iran Tehran Province, Iran

Yalda/Chella Relief Packages Organised by Yalda/Chella Relief Packages Organised by
Mazandaran Province, Iran Semnan Province, Iran

Yalda/Chella Relief Packages Organised by Yalda/Chella Relief Packages Organised by
Isfahan Province, Iran Razavi Khorasan Province, Iran
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9  vYalda/Chella Relief Packages Organised by Yalda/Chella Relief Packages Organised by
West Azarbaijan Province, Iran Alborz Province, Iran



6 Yalda/Chella Celebration in Schools
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Yalda/Chella Celebration in an Iranian Yalda/Chella Celebration in an Iranian
Children School, Gilan Province, Iran Children School, Hamedan Province, Iran
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Yalda/Chella Celebration in an Iranian Yalda/Chella Celebration in an Iranian
Children School, City of Sarakhs, Iran Children School, Robat Karim, Iran

Yalda/Chella Celebration in an Iranian Yalda/Chella Celebration in an Iranian
Children School, City of Kashan, Iran Children School, City of Tehran, Iran
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7. Yalda/Chella Celebration in Kindergartens
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Yalda/Chella Celebration in an Iranian Yalda/Chella Celebration in an Iranian
Kindergarten, City of Yazd, Iran Kindergarten, City of Yasouj, Iran

Yalda/Chella Celebration in an Iranian Yalda/Chella Celebration in an Iranian
Kindergarten, City of Qom, Iran Kindergarten, City of Fereydoun-Shahr, Iran

Painting of
Yalda/Chella
Celebration by
Children, Iran
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8. Yalda/Chella Celebration in Homes
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Yalda/Chella Celebration in an Iranian Yalda/Chella Celebration in an Iranian
Home, Semnan Province, Iran Home, South Khorasan Province, Iran

Yalda/Chella Celebration in an Iranian Yalda/Chella Celebration in an Iranian
Home, Hormozgan Province, Iran Home, Tehran Province, Iran

Yalda/Chella Celebration in an Afghan Yalda/Chella Celebration in an Afghan
Home, Kubul, Afghanistan Home, Herat, Afghanistan

— @y e o
Yalda/Chella Celebration in an Afghan Yalda/Chella Celebration in an Afghan
Home, Talghan Tokhar, Afghanistan Home, Balkh, Afghanistan
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9. Yalda/Chella Bazaar (Market)
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Yalda/Chella Bazaar (Market),
Herat, Afghanistan
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Yalda/Chella Bazaar (Market),
Herat, Afghanistan

Yalda/Chella Bazaar (Market),
Balkh, Afghanistan

Yalda/Chella Bazaar (Market),
Hamedan Province, Iran

Yalda/Chella Bazaar (Market),
Zanjan Province, Iran

Yalda/Chella Bazaar (Market),
Balkh, Afghanistan

Yalda/Chella Bazaar (Market),
Kermanshah Province, Iran

Yalda/Chella Bazaar (Market),
Tehran Province, Iran



10. Yalda/Chella Cakes & Muffins
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Cakes, Iran

Muffins, Iran




11. Yalda/Cella Accessories
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Happy Yalda!




